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WIRELINE COhIJ'ETITION BUREAU SEEKS COMMENT 
ON ALLTEL COMRIUNICATIONS, INC. PETITION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 
ELIGIBLE 1'T:LECORIhIUNICATIONS CARIUER IN THE STATE OF VlRGlNIA 

PLEADING CYCLE ESTABLISHED 

CC Docket NO. 96-45 

Release Date: June 3,2003 

Coiiiment Date: 10 days from publicrtion in Federal Register 
Rrply Commcni Date: 17 days from publication in Federal Rcgister 

On April 14. 2003. ALI .l'EL C(iininullications, Inc. (ALLTEL), a coinnlercial mobile 
d i o  service (CMRS) carrier. liled with the Commission a petition under section 21 4(e)(6) 
seeking designation as an rlifible telecominuiiications carrier (ETC) to receive federal universal 
sur\,ice support for service offered throughout its licensed service area in the state of Virginia, 
including rural and non-rural areas. On May 21: 2003, ALLTEL filed an amendment to its 
pctition with regard to its proposed serllice i~ rcas .~  Specifically, ALLTEL contends that: (1) the 
Virginia Slate Corporation Commission (Virginia Coinmission) has provided an affirmative 
stntcincnt ihat i t  does not regulate CMRS ca~r i e r s ;~  (2) ALLTEL satisfies all t h e  statutory and 
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' .Sei. .I 1-LTEL Coi,l,i7unicaiions, Iiic f'eiiiiwi /or De.siyiiurion us an Eligible Telt.coiiiiiiunIcalIons Carrier In zhe 
Smre of /P'ii-giniu. filed April 14, 2003 (ALLTEJ- Petition). ALLTEL requcsis ETC designation throughout i t s  
liccnsed service area in Virginia. See id. at  I, 7. Exhibit B. See ulso Firs/ Ainendmenl fo /he App/icufIon of 
.1 LLIEL ( ' o i ~ ~ i i i u , ~ I c a i i ~ ~ i i , ~ ,  Inc ji?r Dcaig,iuiioi~ us an Eligible Telecoiniiiunicarions Currier 117 rhe SIale of 
I'ii~piiu. filed May 21, 2003 (ALLTEI. Aniendmcnl) (delineatiilg and modifying the l i s t  of wire centers for wl~icll 
ALLTEL sceks CTC designa(ion). 

.See gei~eru/ lJ ALLTEI. Amendment. 2 

' ALLTEL Pelilion at 3. On April 9. 2002, the Virginia Commission released an order stating that the Virginia 
C~ii i imlssion 118s 1101 asscrtcd jurisdiction over CMRS carriers and dirccling Virginia Cellular, the al'plicanr ill Illat 
cnsc. Io tile To1 t T C  dcsignalion with llie FCC. See Order, Application of Virginia Cellular L L C  for Designation 
;IS an  Eligible T~Jccoiiin~unications Provider h d e r  4 7  U.S.C. Sec. 214(e)(2), C;jse No. PUC010263 at pages 4-5 
(Apr i l  9, 2002). 
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leptlatory pi-errquisites for ETC designation: and (3) designating ALLTEL as an ETC will serve 
the public interest.’ 

Pursuant  to scciion 54.207(c) of the Commission’s rules,” ALLTEL also requests that the 
Commission designate ALLTEL as an ETC in service areas defined along boundaries that differ 
froln incumbent Iural local exchange company (LEC) study area boundaries.’ ALLTEL requests 
that these service areas bc i.cdefined on a wire center by wire center basis such that each wire 
ccnter is a separate servicc area.* ALLTEL intends to serve each proposed wire center in its 
c t i~ i r c ty .~  The strvice area requested by ALLTEL for ETC designation partially covers the siudy 
areas of Ccntral Teleplione Company - Virginia and United Inter-Mountain Telephone.” 
ALLTEL maintains that the proposed redefinition of service areas for ETC purposes is consistent 
\\,ith the faclors to be considered when redefining a rural telephone company service area, as 
enunierated by the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board).” The Wireline 
Compelition Burcau seeks comment on the ALLTEL Petition. 

Thc petitioner must provide copies of its petition to the Virginia Comniission at the time 
nf iiling with the Commission, The Commission will also send a copy of this Public Notice to 
[he Virginia Commission by ovet-nigh express mail to ensure that the Virginia Commission is 
iioiified of the notjcc and comment period. 

Pursuant to sections 1.415 and 1.419 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. $5  1.415, 
1.419; inteicsicd parties may tile comments on or before 10 days from publication i n  the Federal 

A I ~ L I ‘ E L  Petition at I, 2-7, 12-13 4 

‘ AI~.CTEL Petition at I , 10-12 

Scc 47  C.F.R. 5 54.207(c) (outlining the reqiiirenicnls for petitions seeking to redcfine a scrvice area of a rural h 

telephone company). 

’ A L L T E L  Pctition at 8-10, Under scction 214(e)(S), in the case of an area served h y a  rural relephorie company, 
“sei~vice area” i i i ea i i s  such company’s “study area” unless and until the Commission and the States, a f ie r  taking into 
xcoi i t i t  recommendations of a Federal-Statc Joint Board, establish a different definition of “service area” for such 
conipany. 47 U.S.C. 5 Z 14(e)(5). 

.+e AI.LTCL Aiiiendrnent at I ,  3. Atlacliriient (Study Areas Pailially Served) 

.Ee A L L T E L  Amciidtnent at 2. Atlachment (modifying i ts  petition to exclude the Galax wire center in United 

& 
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Iliter-Mountain Telephone Company’s study area because due to the contours o f  ALLTEL’s licensed service area, 
A L L T E L  i s  [Inable to serve the Galax wire center in i ts  entirety). 

A L L T E L  Petition at  8, Exhibits D and E; A L L T E L  Atnendnlent at 2 - 3 ,  Revised Exhibit D, Attachment, It1 

‘ I  ALLTEL Petition at 9-10, The Joiitt Board has enumerated the following three factors 10 be considered when 
redefining a rural service area: (I) whether the competitive carrier i s  engaged in “cream skimming,” (2) whether 
tlie rural local excliange cmier ’s (LEC) special status under the Act will he duly recognized in the proceeding, (3) 
whether a redefinition of rhe service area would impose an  additional administrative burden for the LEC. See 
F(:dcrol-.Srurr . h i 1 7 1  nourd un U n i ~ ~ ~ a l  ,Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Recommended Decision, I2 FCC Rcd 87, 
179-80. paras. 172-74 (I 996). 
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Register, and reply coninients on or before 17 days from publication in the Federal Register. 
Comments may be filed using the Commission's Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS) or 
by filing paper copies. See Elec/ronic Filing o/Documen/s i ~ i  Ruleniaking Proceedings, 63 Fed. 
Reg. 24121 (1998). 

Comments filed thi.ough the ECFS can be sent as an electronic file via the Internet to 
<http://\~~~~.fcc.gov/e-fiIc/ecfs.litmI>. Generally, only one copy of an clectronic submission 
must hc filed. lfniultiple docker or rulemaking nuinbers appear i n  the caption of this proceeding, 
huwever. comnienters must Ir;insmit one electronic copy of the comnients to each docket or 
rulemaking number referenced i n  the caption. I n  completing the transmittal screen, cornmenters 
should include thcir full  name, U.S. Postal Service inailing address, and the applicable docket or 
rulcmaking number. Parties may also submit an electronic comment by Internet e-mail. To get 
filing instructions for e-mail comnicnts, coininenters should send an e-mail to ecfs@fcc.gov, and 
should include the following words in the body of the message, "get form <your e-mail 
addi-ess>." A sample form and directions will be sent in reply. 

ParLies \*.I10 choose t(o file by paper must file an original and four copies of each filing. If 
more than one docket or rtileiiiaking number appears in the caption of this proceeding, 
coinmenter~ niust submit two additional copies for cach additional docket or rulemalting number. 
Filings can be sen1 by hand or messenger delivery, by commercial oveinight courier, or by first- 
class or overnight U S .  Postal Service inail (although we continue to experience delays in 
receiving U.S. Postal Service mail). The Commission's contractor, Vistronix, Inc., will receive 
hand-delivered or messengel--delivcred paper filings for the Commission's Seci-etary at  236 
h4assacli~isetts Avcnue, N.E., Suite 1 I O ,  Washington, D.C. 20002. The filing hours at this 
lucation are S:00 a.m. to 7:OO p.m. All hand deliveries iniist be held together with rubber bands 
or rasteners. Any c~welopes must be tlisposed of berore entering the building. Coniniel-cia1 
oveiniglit mail (other than U.S. Postal Service Express Mail and Priority Mail) must be sent to 
9300 East Hanipton Drive. Capitol Heights, MD 20743. U.S. Postal Service first-class mail, 
Express Mail, and Priority h4ail should be addressed to 445 12th Street, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20554. All filings must be addi-essed to the Commission's Secrelary, Marlene H. Dorfch, Office 
of [he Secretary. Federal Conimunications Coniniission. 

Paities also must send three paper copies of their filing to Sheryl Todd, 
7clecommiinications Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal 
Coininunications Commission, 445 12th Street S.W., Room 5-B540, Washington, D.C. 20554. 
I n  ciddition. comiiien~ers must send diskettc copies io the Conimission's copy contractor, Qualex 
International, Portals 11, 445 12th Street, S.W., Room CY-B402, Washington, D.C. 20054. 

Pursuant to section 1. J 206 of the Coinn~ission's rules, 47 C.F.R. S; I . I  206, this proceeding 
w i l l  be conducted as a peiniit-but-disclose proceeding in which ex yarfe comi~~unications are 
permitted subject to disclosure. 

For further information, contact Shannon Lipp, Teleconiniunications Access Policy 
Di\,ision. Wireline Coniperition Bureau at (202) 41 8-7400, TTY (202) 41 8-0484. 

mailto:ecfs@fcc.gov

